While Andrei was known to be very serious about his research, he also had a great sense of humor. I especially remember a trip to a research retreat for our Department of Cancer Research at NTNU in the mid/early 90s. We had a chartered train ride that took a few hours, and after Andrei's arrival to Terje's lab the natural theme for the ride was Russia. We were served caviar and vodka shots, listened to Russian music, and some people even dressed up for the occasion. Andrei was brimming with joy and grinned for the whole trip. I was lucky enough to stay in regular email contact with Andrei even after our ways parted, and saw him at meetings, in Maryland, at UMass and at UConn, and he always greeted me with a big smile.
Andrei was a devoted family man and was very proud of his children Anton and Anastassia. After he started at UConn he commuted most weekends to his beloved wife Svetlana and their home in Maryland by car -a trip that takes at least 6 hrs one way. Warm wishes go to Svetlana, Anton, and Anastassia at this difficult time.
Andrei will be sorely missed by his colleagues and friends.
Egil Lien
UConn has established a memorial fund in his name that will support presentations by young investigators. 
